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Newsletter #147: 

What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


A lot has happened since my last newsletter one week ago. Many people all over the 
world are “self isolating” and trying to slow the spread of Covid-19. As I write this 
newsletter we have gone on lock-down in Illinois . In my small community of Oak Park, 
IL we have proactively gone on lock-down and thus I haven’t had much contact with the 
outside world. I notice now more than ever how isolated I was before the virus. My work 
requires me to get up at odd hours of the night, sit alone in my office clicking away on 
the computer bidding on coins being auctioned on the other side of the Atlantic. The 
only real change is the knowledge that actually being face to face with my customers at 
coins shows or seeing my fellow dealers at auctions will be minimal in the coming 
months. Many have asked me to keep them updated on what is happening in the coin 
world and I will do my best to honor this request. If you look at Sixbid or Numisbids you 
will notice a lot of auctions that are “online only”. A little advice below: 


Auction advice - Where do we go from here? 

It seems that for the next several months we will be faced with the prospect of online 
viewing and bidding. There are ways to navigate through this journey and if you are 
looking for help then please contact me. My first recommendation and this is not 
because I want to garner more business for myself is to use auction representation. 
Why? First, it costs little to nothing to have me help you with auctions. Secondly, if the 
online photos just doesn’t cut muster then I can easily request additional photos from 
the auction houses. Lastly, I work with a majority of the major auction houses and can 
easily switch between phone and online bidding. Being at the auction on the floor is the 
best solution but in these times this is not reasonable and therefore we can find other 
alternatives. 


Upcoming Auctions 
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CNG E-Sale 464 (March 25) 

This sale of 747 lots feature more of the Richard A. Jourdan collection. The first part of 
the sale was held in January in New York. This has more of Mr. Jourdan’s fascinating 
collection of Roman, medieval, Islamic, British and world coins. Many of these coins are 
with nice older pedigrees. Looking through the selections you can see that a lot of care 
was taken in assembling this large group. Along with Mr. Jourdan’s coins CNG offers a 
nice group of coins at various price levels. There is typically something for everyone in 
their auctions. Please get in touch should you need my help. 


Roma XIX (March 26-27) 

As of the writing of this newsletter Roma is actually intending to hold their auction live 
at the In & Out Naval and Military Club. This may very well change as we don’t know 
how governments are handling essential and non-essential gatherings. As an example, 
Kiinker started its auction as a live sale and slowly migrated it to their offices and with 
staff managing all bids aside from online. I imagine that the room will nevertheless be 
empty aside from a few locals. The auction will still undoubtedly be strong as many 
people seem to still be buying coins. If the popularity of the Gorny & Mosch and Kiinker 
auctions are any indication, I expect reasonably strong bidding. I mentioned in last 
week’s newsletter that Roma made high resolution photos available via their website. 
These are a great way to see up close any issues. That said, please read the grades listed 
in the catalog as you will be unable to see the edges of coins and in the event a piece is 
ex-jewelry you might not want to bid. 

This catalog is very attractive. It starts with the academic and highly interesting 
continuation of the William Stancomb collection of Black Sea region coinage. Many of 
these coins can be found in the Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, Great Britain, Volume 
XI, which was printed in 2000 out of Oxford. The first part was a huge success last Fall. I 
expect the second part to be equally popular among specialists and collectors alike. 

The coins from the Greek section are largely from various consignors but many have 
pedigree histories attached. Lot 291 is a rarely seen tetradrachm of Hieron I called the 
“Demareteia”. The write-up in the catalog does a great job of describing the 
circumstances in which this coin came into being. The coin comes from the John Bas 
collection who privately purchased the piece from NFA in June of 1984. Lot 332 is an 
incredibly sharp drachm from Athens. The estimate is strong but the coin is possibly 
one of the finest I have ever seen and the denomination scarce. I love the group of 
Cretan coins. Many come from the Mathioudakis Family, but possibly the nicest is lot 
356 which is a superb example of the much loved labyrinth coins. This example comes 
from the Lockett collection (Ex Glendining & Co., 27 May 1959, lot 2014). The coins from 
Crete typically come off-center, with rough surfaces and poorly struck. This small but 
charming selection is in excellent condition and worth consideration. Another Lockett 
coin and also from the Kaliandra Hoard of 1913 is lot 365, a beautiful tetradrachm from 
Mende. I have seen several of these coins come to market of late but many just don’t 
have the pedigree to match this piece. The illustrious pedigree makes this coin worth a 
second look. Lots 589 and 590 are both superior examples from Kyrenaika, Barke. Both 
the obverse of the now extinct Silphium plant and the reverse of a beautiful horned Zeus 
enclosed in a circular beaded border is outstanding. Both come from the Potts collection 
who privately purchased from reputable firms years prior. 

The Roman section has some fantastic opportunities. Lot 661 is a beautiful bronze 
medal showing Hadrian’s lover and companion, Antinous. This comes from the Philip 
Mayo collection who privately purchased the piece from Freeman & Sear. Lots 667-670 
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are four amazing tetradrachm examples from the Prieur collection. As some of you may 
remember, Michel Prieur, now deceased, wrote the study on these coins. His coins were 
largely auctioned by CNG in their Triton and CNG sales in the last few years. Lot 712 is 
one of my favorite Republican types and just happens to come from my own stock 
(though is no longer owned by me). Lot 744 is an impeccable example of a Marc Antony 
denarius. Lovely cabinet toning and sharp strike make this coin desirable. It comes from 
the Brookbanks collection who bought it from the recently deceased and great 
numismatist Simon Bendall. Lot 761 is one of the nicest legionary denarii that I have 
seen from Marc Antony. If you collect legionary denarii then this is worth consideration. 
There are of course some fantastic aurei available and many with considerable 
pedigrees. Lot 839, a Hadrian aureus from his travels in Africa, is one of these coming 
from a Sotheby’s Zurich auction in 1986. Lot 867 is a Julia Domna aureus that is beyond 
beautiful with deep red toning and a fantastic pedigree going back to 1909. 

Please check out this auction if you want to learn more. You can bid online through biddr 
or directly on the Roma site. I’m told that any high value bids (over $10,000) should 
probably be executed by phone and the staff at Roma is very willing and happy to take 
those bids. Of course please get in touch at least 24 hours from the auction if you want 
my help. 


Davissons Ltd. Auction 39 (closing April 1) 

No fooling....Davissons closes their 39th auction on April 1. Fortunately for Davissons 
their auctions are conducted online or by mailing in bids. Davissons is a wonderful 
family business from Minnesota. I’ve found some superb British hammered, Condor 
tokens and of course ancient coins in their sales. What I really love is that there is NO 
buyer’s premium when you bid with Davissons. They start collecting coins for major 
catalogs up to a year in advance. This particular one has over 300 lots and is composed 
of Greek, Roman, Republican, Ostrogothic, English, Scottish, Irish and medals! Looking 
at their introduction, Allan Davisson mentioned a few of the collections in this sale: 
Frank Robinson’s collection of high quality crowns and Mike Sussman’s collection of 
British Tokens (I personally am excited about!). Lot 45 is one of my favorite coins in the 
catalog. It is an exceptional tetradrachm from Ptolemy I Soter. It originally came from a 
CNG auction back in 1997 (lot 880). I love the iridescent toning and the wonderful 
strike. I expect there will be quite some competition on the piece. Another superb 
example from the British section is lot 93, an Anglo-Saxon penny from Alfred, King of 
Wessex. Like with lot 45, this coin has a beautiful rainbow coloring. While portrait coins 
definitely are more appealing to collectors, this coin is absolutely stunning. Lot 90 is a 
comical and sharply struck sceatta. Many of you probably notice I gravitate towards 
these coins. If you like this one you might be bidding against me! For the Sussman 
collection I am absolutely enthralled! Tokens are a collectors dream in my humble 
opinion. You get fascinating history, imagery and low cost of entry. Lot 248 is amazing 
and any collector of token will be wowed by this piece. Congratulations to the Davissons 
for another lovely catalog. I will definitely be bidding in this auction so please get in 
touch soon if you need any help. 


Updates to Shows and Auctions 


Central States Numismatic Society Coin Show (Schaumburg, IL) 
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The day after I wrote my newsletter I found out that CSNS cancelled their April bourse. 
While I was sad to hear this, I also knew that there was no way around this. With the 
probable longer term restrictions on large groups having a bourse would be impossible 
Dealers were given the option to get a refund or carry over their table fees for the next 
year. Of course I chose the latter as did many of my fellow dealers, or so I am told. I’m 
sure next year’s show will be better than ever! 


Nomos Auction 20 (originally scheduled for May 3) 

I received an email today reporting that this has been cancelled indefinitely. I think like 
a lot of us, Nomos is just uncertain when the right time will be to conduct the auction. I 
will keep you updated once we know the new date for the auction. The good news is that 
the catalogs are ready for printing and everyone should get them well ahead of time! 


NAC Auction 18 (originally scheduled for May 4-5) 

As with the Nomos auction, NAC has opted to move their auction. I’d been told that they 
planned for the beginning of June but I’m sure this date is fluid at the moment. Most 
likely Nomos and NAC will coordinate their auctions again as they had done initially. 
More to come on this. 


Leu Numismatik Auction 6/7 (originally schedule for May 14-15) 

We don’t know yet the date for this auction but I’ve received word from Yves 
Gunzenreiner that they will let everyone know the new auction schedule the beginning 
of next week. 


ANA Summer Seminar and ANA World’s Fair of Money (Pittsburgh) 

There is an emergency board meeting at the end of this month to discuss both the ANA 
summer seminar and the ANA WFOM in Pittsburgh. We are assessing the situation and 
will decide on next steps for both these events. More to come on any changes. 


Coin of the Week 

SICILY. Syracuse. Queen Philistis, wife of Hieron II. 275-215 BC. Syracuse, c. 240-215/4 
BC 

AR 5 litrae, 4 - 35 g (18mm, 3h). Diademed and veiled head of Philistis left; wreath 
behind / BASIAISSAS above, <t»IAISTIAAi: in exergue, Nike driving galloping biga left; <t> 
in left field. 

Pedigree: From the Alessandro Magnaguti Collection (Part I, Santamaria, 12 October 1949 ), 
lot 449 . ExNavillelV, 1922 , lot 417 

References: SNG ANS 893. Grose, McClean I, 2917 

Grade: Previously encapsulated and graded NGC Choice XF 5/5 - 3/5, light marks. A 
small mark on the bridge of nose, otherwise, pleasant cabinet toning and lovely in hand. 
EF 


https://mailchi.mp/ 9 c 97912 b 736 c/whats-new-at-shanna-schmidt-numismatics-inc- 1527437 ... 3 / 21/2020 



What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Page 5 of 7 


Price; $5,500 
gki 372 
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Pl.XVII 






Buy Coin 


Queen Philistis is only known from her coinage which clearly acknowledges her as 
royalty with the Greek word for Queen (BAHIAIEXAX ). Her coins closely resemble that of 
Hieron II in size, imagery and style which has given further credence to her being 
Hieron’s wife. 

There is a wonderful article about the Alessandro Magnaguti collection from which this 
coin is from: 

https://coinsweeklv.com/alessandro-magnaguti-the-last-coin-collector-from-the- 

house-of-gonzaga/ 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/greek-coins/sicily-syracuse - queen-philistis - wife - 
of-hieron-ii-275-2i5-bc-syracuse-c-240-2l54-bc?rq=gki372 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 
shanna@ shannaschmidt.com 

Until next week! 

Shanna 


Copyright © 2020 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
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www.shannaschmidt.com 
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